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Review and Forecast 

WE’RE TURNING 50! 
Next year marks our 50th year of service 
to our community. This Annual Report will 
give you an overview of our past year and 
a glimpse into the celebrations planned to 
commemorate our 50th anniversary.  

A heartfelt thank you to Dr. Gerhard Kohn and his 
wife, Irena, for their vision, passion and tireless  
dedication in creating this organization. 

Message from the Executive Director 

  We are pleased to present the 2017-2018 annual report detailing our accom-
plishments over this past year. This has been a year of growth and change 
with a much-awaited increase in our funding to increased enrollment. Our 
daily work of providing a home-away-from-home for the children in our care 
so rewarding. Why? Because we know that we make a difference, not only in 
our children and families, but in our community at large.  
  We have continued to provide high-quality care for over 400 low-income 
children daily. Parent workshops and engagement opportunities have allowed 
us to support parents and help them succeed in their role. We know and un-
derstand that parents are a child’s first teacher. Our food program has incor-
porated even healthier menu items including serving only whole wheat, add-
ing more fresh fruits and vegetables and the children’s new favorite, rainbow 
rice. We continue to provide training to our staff to ensure a high-quality pro-
gram for our children. 

  This coming year is a significant milestone for Young Horizons. 
We will celebrate 50 years of service. We are grateful to the 
staff, families and community partners who have supported us 
along the way. As I look back at these years, I feel immense grati-
tude to Dr. Gerhard Kohn and his wife, Irena, for their vision, 
passion and tireless dedication in forming this organization and 
transforming it into the program we have today.  
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Message from the Board Chair  

  Their dream was always to give children from low-income 
families a quality early education. They understood that 
when you help families in need, not one but two genera-
tions are helped and lifted out of poverty. We celebrate our 
accomplishments not so much with a sense of pride but with a sense of 
gratitude. We would not have made it without the support and contribu-
tions of so many along the way who gave of their time, energy, efforts and 
financial support to help Young Horizons be where we are today. 
 

Sarah M. Soriano, Executive Director 

  Our Annual 2017-2018 report brings you significant information about our 
programs, our progress, and our goals for the upcoming years.  This year in 
particular our focus is on the future.  2019 will mark Young Horizons’ 50th 
year providing quality, low cost education to the children of Long Beach.  I 
am honored to serve as Young Horizons’ Board Chair during this momentous 
year.  I truly believe that educating the youngest among us is the best, if not 
the only, way to provide the groundwork for their future success. 
  To lay the groundwork for our next 50 years, the Board worked with par-
ents, teachers, and staff to update our strategic plan to ensure that Young 
Horizons continues to thrive.  Our parents in particular demonstrated their 
involvement in their children’s education by providing valuable guidance on 
ways that we can work together to increase awareness of our programs and 
improve enrollment. 
  Your support is and has been critical to the success of our programs, and 
we look forward to your continued support next year and well into the  
future to make our next 50 years a success.  This year, we encourage you to 
donate, and encourage those in your community to donate, to our $50 for 

50 years campaign, our end of the year appeal for support.  
  And of course, no birthday would be complete without a 
party.  We have already begun planning for our 50th Anniver-
sary gala to take place October 17, 2019.  Details will be forth-
coming, and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Roger L. Scott, Board Chairman 

“Your support is and has been critical to the  
success of our programs, and we look forward to your 
continued support next year and well into the future 
to make our next 50 years a success.” 



 

 

6 

Wow! 

Time 

flies. 

Our 50th Anniversary  
Begins Next Year 

  As our 50 year anniversary approaches, we have reflected on some of the 

events that have taken place during the five decades Young Horizons has 

been serving children. 

  1969 was the year Young Horizons was founded. It was also the same year 

Neil Armstrong landed on the moon. The ‘70’s premiered the Star Wars 

movie, the ‘80’s had the Royal wedding of Prince Charles and Princess Diana, 

in the ‘90’s , NASA launched the Hubble Telescope and in the 2000’s the Bos-

ton Red Sox won the World Series. 

  These same five decades also saw Young Horizons expand from a single 

center with less than 50 children to a complex of five centers serving more 

than 400 children daily. Known for being on the cutting edge in the latest 

teaching techniques and technology, Young Horizons classrooms have their 

own computer for children to use and each teacher is furnished their own 

tablet for classroom use, thereby creating a technology-based learning  

environment. This is just one example of how we apply our motto, “Educate 

Early.” 

  We look forward to 2019 with several events and a Gala Celebration to 

mark this milestone. We invite you to join us in these celebrations as we 

look forward to the next 50 years making history at Young Horizons and 

serving the children of Long Beach. 

Roger Scott, Board Chair 
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We apologize for any board member inadvertently omitted. 

Board members … Past and Present 
We are very grateful for all our board members both past and present. 
Their time, talent and dedication has helped develop Young Horizons 
and become who we are today. 

Founders 
Dr. Gerhard Kohn and Irena Kohn 

 

Past Board Members 

Current Board Members 

Daysha Austin  
Debra Fixen 
Steven Gratch 
Frank Gutierrez  

David Haisley 
Danita Humphrey 
Katie Larson 
Abigail Mejia 

Christina Nigrelli 
Misi Tagaloa 
Sandy Wedgeworth 
Dina Zapalski 

Rudy Aguilar 
Erin Allen (Sullivan) 
Dr. Karl Anatol  
Philip L. Anthony 
Phil Appleby 
Elizabeth Bailey 
Michael Battiste 
Anthony Batts 
Maria Becerra 
Marlene Bellamy 
Dr. Thomas A. Blakely 
Todd Bradford  
Lemoine B. Briggs 
Beryl Brooks 
Jorge Burgos 
Ebenezer Bush, DDS 
Dave Campbell 
Gilbert Canizales 
Marlin Cardon 
Janice L. Carroll 
Jesse Chavez 
Jeff Claspell 
Laura Claveran 
Darryl Colvin 
Ed Coplin 
Martin M. Cohen 
Sally Coker 
Gloria Cordero 
James Doyle 
Marcelle Epley 

Richard Fairchild 
Thomas Fields 
Arlene Finger 
Morton Fink 
Robert Galbreath 
Ana Garza, Ed.D. 
Norma Brandel Gibbs 
Kathryn Goddard 
Leticia Gonzalez 
Ray Grabinski 
Mary Lee Gray 
Ike Guanio 
Kristi Hagan 
Reginald Harrison 
Dr. Ruth Hayes 
Rev. Gary Herbertson 
Guy Heston  
Mari Hooper 
Jack Humphrey 
Elaine Hutchison 
Judie Irving 
Steve Jones 
Irving Kaplan, Esq. 
Sen. Betty Karnette  
Elizabeth Kelley 
Eric Kohn 
Ron Kulek 
Bernadine L. Kussman 
Eugene W. Lassers 
Kathy Lau 

Forrest Lind 
Dr. Lillian Lindegren 
Richard Love 
Edward R. Ludloff 
Jared Ludloff 
Rito Madrid 
Michael Mais 
Kerry J. Mangano 
Joseph Mancuso 
Juancarlos Mariano 
Kimberly Marsh 
Jessica Mather 
Travis Montgomery 
Helen Moreno 
Theresa Givens 
Ken Nakagawa 
Oliver Nees 
James G. Norman 
Dan O’Leary 
Daniel Omolafe 
Valerie Orange 
Rose Oxford  
Dr. Kittya Paigne 
Alan Pegg 
Gloria Perez 
Ed Perlstein 
Mario Picarelli 
Cindy Polly (Renaud) 
Philip L. Pohlman 
Victor Preston, Esq. 

David Price, Esq. 
Winnie Price 
Glenn Ray 
Anne Remington 
Heather Reynolds 
Doug Robinett 
Gary Rodgers 
Alexander Rodriguez 
Marisela Rodriguez 
Norman Ryan 
John D. Ryersen 
Lou Santana 
Cindy Schmidt 
William Shane 
Carroll Shelly 
Candyce Simpson-

Pecot 
Jim Snow 
Hank Teran 
Jerry Townsend 
Edward Twining, Sr. 
Bernice Van  

Steenbergen 
Terri Villa-McDowell 
Gus E. Weiss 
Evelyn Whaley 
Ron Whittaker 
James L. Wright 
Fernando Zepeda 
Kenneth Zommick, Esq. 

Dr. Martha Bernadette 
Michael Mais 

Edward Ludloff 
Roland Spongberg 

Ed Sudario 
Ron Whittaker 

Roger Scott, Board Chair 

Current Advisory Board Members 



 

 

8 



 

9 

 

1,028 
HEALTHY MEALS/

SNACKS DAILY 

5 
CENTERS IN L.B. 

49 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

3,322 
HOURS OF DAILY 

CHILD CARE 

YOUNG HORIZONS 
By the Numbers 

416 
CHILDREN SERVED 

EACH DAY 

157 
GRADUATED 

THIS YEAR 

85 
EMPLOYEES 
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TRUST 
We are honored to have the trust of Parents and their Children 
 

  Our parents trust Young Horizons to take custody and care of their precious lit-
tle ones knowing that their children are in a caring, loving, and learning environ-
ment that is our hallmark. Our dedicated staff have made their life's work nurtur-
ing and developing young children's minds and social skills. In fact 57% of our 
staff have been with us five years or more with 22% having more than 15 years of 
service. This sense of belonging gives our children the secure feeling of being a 
part of the Young Horizons family. 
  Our children trust their teachers and look forward to coming to Young Horizons 
each day and be greeted individually by their teacher. Each day is filled with joy 
and excitement learning new things, playing with friends and receiving the un-
conditional love of their teacher. 
   Young Horizons is a state funded organization which must adhere to all State of 
California rules and regulations, many of which are more stringent than the city 
or county. We are reviewed annually in such categories as nutrition, program 
content and safety, which places Young Horizons as a standard-bearer for Early 
Care and Education. 

noun: Firm belief in the reliability, truth, ability or strength of another.  
verb: To have faith or confidence in or rely on.  
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Former Student Expresses Gratitude 

Now I’m a 14 year-old  

freshman in high school … I’ve 

seen how Young Horizons’  

education has served me. 
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Financial Statement 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSTION 

3,735,205
94%

120,766
3%

121,869
3%

Revenue

Government Funding

Parent Fees

Grants/Contributions/
Other

3,092,090 
79%

807,258
21%

Expenses

Program

Support Services
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* Partial List 

Contributors and Supporters 

“Educate Early” 

YOUNG HORIZONS 
Child Development Centers  

Phone: (562) 437-8991 

Fax: (562) 436-8847 

www.younghorizons.org 

Administration Office 

501 Atlantic Avenue 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

We are Grateful for our Contributors and Supporters 

Your donation in any amount is appreciated. It would be our privilege to in-
clude your name as a valued supporter of Young Horizons. Please use the 
enclosed remittance envelope for your convenience or visit our website: 
ww.younghorizons.org and donate today. Our children thank you! 

The Alevy Family  
Foundation 

Amazon Smile 
Anonymous  
Daysha Austin 
Benevity Fund 
Bess Hodges Foundation 
Trent Bryson 
Burton Bettingen Trust 
Christian Bustamante 
Emily Chronister 
Tina Crandall 
Phyllis Duke 
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund 
Debra Fixen 
Freeman E. Fairfield 

Foundation 
Israel and Ruth Garcia  
Anita Gonzales, in mem-

ory of Loretta Whittaker 
Steven Gratch 
The Green Foundation 
The Josephine S.  

Gumbiner Foundation 
Frank Gutierrez 
Supervisor Janice Hahn, 

LA County 4th District 

David Haisley 
David Herzlinger 
Danita Humphrey 
Jack Humphrey 
John W. Porter Trust 
Betty Karnette 
Shelly Kelly 
Kiwanis Club of Long 

Beach 
Ron Kulek 
L’Opera Ristorante 
Lakeshore Learning  

Materials 
Janice Lang 
Katie Larson 
Long Beach Rotary Club 

Foundation 
Ed Ludloff 
Scott Magness 
Nancy Manriquez-Dowell 
Patricia Mazon 
Abigail Mejia  
The Miller Foundation 
Molina Foundation 
Jake Mooney 
Morris Hyman Stalk Trust, 

Morris Stalk 

Rudolph J. and Daphne A. 
Munzer Foundation 

Mutual of America 
National Charity League 
Network for Good 
Orange County Wine  

Society 
Roger Scott 
Esteban Serrano 
Shoreline Village 
Leslie Silverman 
Diane Spiegel 
Misi Tagaloa 
Doug Tice 
Carolyn Vonner 
Dianne Warth 
Sandy Wedgeworth 
Westland Real Estate 

Group 
Debbie Whittaker  
Ron Whittaker 
Wolfe Family Trust,  

Barbara Wolfe 
Derek Wratchford 
Dina Zapalski 

Printed with funds from the Department of Education, Child Development Division. 
Young Horizons is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Mission Statement 

The mission of Young Horizons Child Development Centers  is to provide quality  
childcare and preschool programs in a caring, loving and learning environment. 

On the Horizon... 

For Gala information and other events 
Visit our website: www.younghorizons.org 

 We will be launching our 
50 year anniversary celebration in 2019. 

SAVE THE DATE 
50th Anniversary Gala 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 
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